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World Bearing Association (WBA)
Some Facts

– Created in September 2006 
• to focus on critical issues in the $45 billion global bearing industry and
• to promote the common, lawful interests, such as 

– open economic engagement, 
– sustainable development and 
– the protection of legal rights.

– Multinational global corporations 
• manufacturing in more than 70 countries and five continents, 
• representing about 250.000 employees worldwide.

– Members: 
• The American Bearing Manufacturers Association (ABMA), 
• the Federation of European Bearing Manufacturers’ Associations 

(FEBMA) and 
• the Japan Bearing Industry Association (JBIA). 
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World Bearing Association (WBA) was created in September 2006 as a non-profit and unincorporated industrial association by three regional associations to focus on critical issues in the $45 billion global bearing industry: 
The American Bearing Manufacturers Association (ABMA), 
the Federation of European Bearing Manufacturers’ Associations (FEBMA) and 
the Japan Bearing Industry Association (JBIA). 
The larger companies are multinational global corporations with headquarters in the U.S., Germany, Sweden and Japan and manufacturing in more than 70 countries and five continents. 
The WBA represents some 250.000 bearing industry employees worldwide through its member companies.
To promote the common, lawful interests of the world bearing industry, such as 
open economic engagement, 
sustainable development and 
the protection of legal rights.
WBA and its participating companies assist local law enforcement, distributors and (end-) customers with information and identification of counterfeits, to protect all stakeholders involved and fight against counterfeits.
WBA member companies are frequently involved in customs seizures, raids and investigations of suspected counterfeit operations. 
WBAs goal is to support buyers, distributors and end users.






WBA check App is a 
single point of entry

… to check the authenticity of 
bearings of all well known 

manufacturers being members 
of the WBA. 
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Authentication system enabling users to verify authenticity of each individual bearing by a machine readable globally unique code.

Individual solutions, as good as they may be, cannot meet the need of market participants to check authenticity for a whole product group of different manufacturers quickly, reliably, easily; and anonymously with one single application.
WBACheck App allows an initial, quick and reliable authenticity check of bearings from different premium manufacturers using one single application
If a product is reported as suspicious, the user of the app can directly contact the brand owner. 
This function can also be used to contact the manufacturer if the bearing is not yet marked with a machine-readable code. 






The main system components
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Serialized Code 

• Applied by 
manufacturer on the 
product and/or package
• URL / GTIN* / unique 
number
• Products’ digital twin
• Single point of entry to 
manifold digital services 
for end customers, 
mechanics, service 
employees etc. 

* type reference

Mobile 
Apps/Services

• Simple scan of the 
code 
• Worldwide access  
24/7
• Additional services 
from the display of 
product information and 
fitting instructions to the 
collection of bonus 
points 
•Assignment of role 
specific services

Cloud Backend

• Stores all codes 
(currently 3.5 billion) and 
code related events
• High performant, 
secure environment
• Serial vault to create 
random serial numbers
• Connection to external 
data sources like the 
manufacturer’s ERP 
system, product 
catalogues etc. 

T & T Portal

Allows the manufacturer 
• to trace all code related 
events,
• to gain insight into the 
movement and usage of 
his products
•to evaluate for instance 
grey market activities.



Possible Endpoints –
Different Users, different components
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More Information: www.stopfakebearings.com
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http://www.stopfakebearings.com/


WBACheck is available for 
download from the 
relevant app stores and by 
using WeChat in China.

WBA Check

WeChat 
Mini-Program
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The WBA Authenticator App (WBACheck) is available for download from the relevant app stores.
There is a similar mini program at WeChat for the Chinese Market.
Applicable legal requirements in the relevant jurisdictions are adhered to.
The stopfakebearings website has a new section for the WBACheck app. It explains how the app works:
Visitors of http://www.stopfakebearings.com are invited to click on ‘detect fakes´ and download the app in the relevant stores free of charge by means of the displayed QR-Codes. 




One measure: WBA check App 
Bearing Authentication System



Examples of manufacturers’ validation results

One measure: WBA check App 
Bearing Authentication System



Demo 
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Information management Portal
Dashboard
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Possible Reports
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Copied code, and now …?
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Marked as red in the database

Identical code applied 
on two different labels

Identified as 
counterfeit

Central 
Database
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Numerous different 
requests from around 
the world for the same 
code trigger 
investigations by the 
Brand Protection Team

This helps to 
understand the supply 
chain of counterfeiters



Short summary: Possible added value

Provision of further product data

Advantages

• Positioning of the own 
company as an innovator

• Customer loyalty through
relevant additional services

• Digitization of analog 
products - "Make your
product smart".

Customer loyalty program

Advantages

• Digital customer loyalty
through rewards

• Increase transparency on the
customer side

• Possibility of direct
communication with the
customer

• Platform for cross-selling and 
marketing activities

Tracking of relevant events

Advantages

• Increased transparency over
the entire life cycle

• Basis for future analytics
applications to optimize own 
processes

• Better understanding of
supply chain issues



Feedback from e.g. Law Enforcement Bodies

 WCO cap meeting (Counterfeiting and 
Piracy group): Very helpful that this is 
an industry solution which can be used 
for all participants. 

 Thai customs: App is interesting and 
userfriendly, it is useful and easy to 
use. 

 MOST (Ministry of Science and 
Technology) and DMS (Directorate of 
Market Surveillance), Vietnam: very 
useful

 ISO group (ISO TC292 WG4): Good 
approach which is inline with the 
current developments
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Time for cooperation?

• Same system shared by 
many manufacturers will 
simplify processes for the 
customer and lead to 
better reception.

• Any interested party is 
invited to discuss 
possible cooperation with 
WBA and its service 
provider.
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Thank you very much!

Do you have further questions? 
Please contact
Ingrid Bichelmeir-Böhn, Schaeffler AG
Ingrid.Bichelmeir@schaeffler.com
Tel.: +49 9132 823019 

Sylvia Grohmann-Mundschenk, FEBMA / WBA
sylvia.grohmann@vdma.org
Tel.: +49 69 6603 1319
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